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SIR: 

Pursuant to Applicants' duty of disclosure, enclosed please find a copy of a 
Supplementary European Search Report, in connection with a counterpart European 
patent application. Also enclosed are copies of documents cited in this 
Supplementary European Search Report. Further enclosed is a Form PTO/SB/08A 
and B, listing the enclosed documents. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted subsequent to 
issuance of an Office Action on the merits in connection with the above-identified 
application, which is a non-final Office Action; and is being submitted after the filing 
of a Response to the aforementioned non-final Office Action, but, on information and 
belief, is being submitted prior to issuance of a final Office Action in the above- 
identified application. For satisfying requirements of 37 CFR 1 .97(c). the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) is enclosed. 
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Of the documents cited in the enclosed Supplementary European Search 
Report, please note that EP 820 092 corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 6.420,269, 
previously cited by the Examiner in the Office Action mailed February 25, 2004, in 
the above-identified application. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that all applicable 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 have been satisfied, in connection with each 
of the documents listed on the enclosed Form. Accordingly, consideration of the 
listed documents, upon further examination of the above-identified application, is 
respectfully requested. 

Please charge any shortage of fees due in connection with the filing of this 
paper to the Deposit Account of Antonelli, Terry, Stout & Kraus, LLP, Deposit 
Account No. 01-21 35 (case No. 51 1 .40998X00), or credit any excess fees paid to 
such Deposit Account. 
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